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Foreword...
The real voyage of discovery
consists not in seeking new
lands but seeing with new
eyes.
The school geared up for the next academic year
2020-21 with activities planned and goals set, to
be achieved. Little did we know, about the turn of
events that would reshape the whole education
system! First time in the history of mankind,
we were forced to stay at home for such a long
period, almost 60 % of the year 2020. But, in all
the uncertainty and confusion, we, as a school got
the opportunity to explore various platforms for
teaching and learning before going ahead with
Google Meet and Classroom. The students and
teachers were quite proactive in being a part of
the virtual world, which no doubt, all found initially
exhausting, but with practice now it is easy and all
enjoy!
None of this would have been possible without the
grace and faithfulness of God that gave each one
the strength and wisdom to learn and adapt, not
only to conduct classes but assessments and extracurricular activities too.
We believe it is a time for us to be still and know
that this time will pass by and will be soon behind
us.
Meanwhile, we look forward to the new normal,
striving ahead to embrace new avenues of the
virtual world. After all, it is the future!!
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Primary School Activities

• Online Classes for students of primary section are
going on very well. The teachers are conducting
their classes and have enhanced their teaching
skills online. Students too, have now come to
terms with the Google Meet, Google Classroom
and uploading and submitting their assignments.

• God has enabled us to organize online classes for
the students with Special needs with the support
of guidance counselor, Mrs. Sudeepta Newton,
who arranges meetings with the Early Intervention
Centre and encourages and suggests methods
to help parents to deal with their wards. Special
Meet rooms are given to each child and teacher.
• The Nursery class parents’ virtual orientation was held
on 17th August 2020. The Principal, Mr. Benjamin
Newton, addressed the parents and encouraged them
to facilitate and guide their wards to develop their
abilities. Mrs. Sudeepta Newton presented information
on “Parenting Your Child”. Mrs. D. Dayal, coordinator
Nursery to 2, informed the parents about the syllabus
and the daily routine.
•

Great works are performed not by strength, but by perseverance
of direct questions, HOTS, MCQs, visual round, riddles,
Keeping the interest of students in mind few activities
choosing the right term and rapid-fire round. The
were organized for them.
questions were displayed through PowerPoint as well
as read by the teacher. The students participated
‘A competition makes one strive to do enthusiastically and maintained a very good discipline.
better. It trains to seek out challenges and This event proved to be very educative and informative
for the students. Sneha House secured the first position,
to endure setbacks.
followed by Sahas House for the second, Sanyam House
The Inter-House Science Quiz Competition for Classes for the third and Satya House for the fourth position,
3 to 5 was held on the 8th of August 2020. This was the respectively. The programme was coordinated by Mrs.
first-ever online science quiz competition held due to Selma Singh and Mrs. Renuka Singh.
the lockdown. It was unique as the participants worked
individually yet contributed commonly to their team. The
quiz was held separately in three different classrooms
for classes three, four and five respectively. Science
teachers of each class had conducted the quiz. Each team
comprised of six students from each house for classes 4
and 5 and four students for class 3. The rounds consisted

• Mrs. Sheeba David and Mrs. Susheela
Ali coordinated the English Recitation
Presentation held on 21st August for
Nursery to 2. The students recited
the poems using various props
making their presentation effective.
• The Story Telling Presentation for
classes 3 to 5 was held on 22nd
August. It was quite surprising to
watch and hear students narrate the
stories confidently using specially
created props. This activity was
coordinated by Ms. Alisha Alen, Mrs.
Kalpana Singh & Mrs. Akriti Mall.

• Art Competition was organized online for the students of the
primary section on 28th and 29th August. Different topics were
given to them by Mrs. Manju Topno [Art teacher] to draw and
paint. Students took keen interest and enjoyed the activity.

ART

encourages children to develop skills
and confidence as they go
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Senior School Activities
Debating is one of the most refined arts of thinking and speaking at the same time. It is the
ability to defuse a rapidly escalating situation using well thought out arguments
• An inter-house debate was conducted on 31st July, 2020
for the students of classes 9 and10. The event was held
on an online forum, on the topic ‘The ongoing lockdown
due to the covid-19 pandemic has benefited the student
community’. Two students from each of the four houses
were selected to represent their views, concurrently
contradicting their stance. Mrs. Anjna Jaideep and Ms.
Shefali Bahadur chaired the proceedings. Mrs. Anjana
Joel anchored the competition which was judged by

Mrs. Delphine Katare and Mr. Samuel Jaideep. Students
of classes 9 and 10, along with the teachers, principal and
staff observed the enthralling event. The competition
revealed various aspects of the effects of the imposed
lockdown on the global student community before the
audience. At the end of the debate, the judges gave
their respective thoughts on the proceedings, and
motivated the participants with valuable advice. Mr.
Andriyas Singh, the vice principal of our school did the

honour of announcing the winners. Satya house bagged
the first position, followed by Sahas house in the second
position and Sneha house in the third position. The
individual positions were given to Elizabeth H. Tombing
of class 10 who stood first, followed by Vidushi Rawat
of class 10 in the second place and the third place was
bagged by Simon Sunny of class 9. Each participant was
congratulated, and encouraged.

It is better to debate a question without settling it
than to settle a question without debating it
introduction of the judges, namely, Mr. Andriyas Singh,
Mr. Ramesh Chand and Ms. Aanchal Bahadur. Each
house was given 10 minutes to present the topic which
they did quite well. It allowed the students to showcase
their creative and vibrant ideas. The competition was won
by the Sanyam House Team: Achom Jonah, Anugraha
Dayal, Ashutosh Nautiyal and Harshita Rawat. The second

• Inter House online PowerPoint Competition for classes
9 to 12 was held on 29th August. Each house was
represented by four students. The topic was given to the
students 3 hours before the time of presentation and
Meet rooms were used by each house along with their
teachers to discuss and prepare their presentation. The
competition began with a word of prayer followed by the

„

position was secured by Satya House Team: Evelyn Raj,
Vansh Bamrara, Kashish Sarah Kanhai and Ishika Grover
followed by Sahas House Team: Sinchui Liu Kamei,
Riddhi Gupta, Priyanshi Raj and Shimon Joel in the third
position. Ms. Aanchal Bahadur commended the work of
the students and congratulated them for their incredible
performance.

You can’t use up CREATIVITY. The more you use, the more you have.

• Inter-house online English debate for classes 7
and 8 was held on 24th August 2020. The theme was
taken from Proverbs 18:4 ‘The words of the mouth
are deep waters, but the fountain of wisdom is a
rushing stream.”. It was conducted on the turncoat
format. The topic for Class 7 was ‘E-Learning is a
Sustainable Solution to Covid-19 Pandemic’ and
for Class 8 was ‘Social Distancing due to Covid-19
Pandemic has made us Socially Insensitive.’ Mrs.
Anjana Joel and Mrs. Neha J. Osmond chaired the
debate and it was jointly anchored by Mrs. Neha
J. Osmond & Mrs. Vandana Sherring. Judges for
the event were Mrs. Sangeeta Ranjan, Mrs. Esther
Jacob and Mrs. Selma Singh. All the contestants
spoke well putting forward their views on the
motion. Mrs. Sangeeta Ranjan, Primary School
Superintendent appreciated the effort of the
students and encouraged them to continue to strive
for excellence. In class 7, Jason Paul of Sahas house
stood first followed by Deborah Lalmuannawmi of
Satya house and Shraddha Kailash Mane of Sahas
house in the second and third position respectively.
In class 8, Spandan Shrivastava (Sneha) came first,
Varnika Pant (Sahas) & Sarah Akhter (Sanyam)
bagged the second position and Palak Dilawar
(Sneha) stood third.

„
The purpose
of debates
is to explore
issues,
not end them
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What’s the News!
• To commemorate the 150th birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi, the following activities were
conducted through the online classes from 28th –
30th September 2020. The teachers and students
participated with great zeal and enthusiasm.

• As part of Swach Bharat Abhiyan, an initiative by the
government to pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, classes
1 to 12 were involved in Home Cleanliness drive on 29th
Sept. The students took part in the drive and prepared a
short video of their initiative in their Google classrooms.

• On 28th Sept the resource person shared about
the life and work of Mahatma Gandhi using a
PowerPoint Presentation in classes 3 to 12. The
coordinators prayed for the nation and its leaders
and thanked the Lord for the life and works of the
“Father of The Nation”,

• Special Assembly was conducted by the teachers
and Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite song ‘Abide with
me’ was played during the assembly. The teachers
spoke about the contribution of this great leader
to uplift the poor and needy; thereafter everyone
recited the Indian Pledge.

If I have the belief
that I can do it,

I shall surely acquire the
capacity to do it even if
I may not have it at the
beginning.

Mahatma Gandhi
• Under the umbrella of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, awareness
about Covid 19 was shared with students in the classes
by the teachers on 13th October. The presentation
emphasized the responsibility of each one to protect
oneself and others by practising social distancing,
washing hands and wearing masks in public places.

• Vigilance Awareness Week was
observed from 26th October to 2nd
November 2020 with the theme to
make our nation - Sarthak Bharat,
Samriddh Bharat [Vigilant India,
Prosperous India] and contribute to
building a strong corruption-free
society for which the students took a
pledge on 2nd November 2020.

With confidence, you have won before you started

• World Mental Health Day was observed on 10th of October.
A short clip prepared by the guidance counsellor, Mrs.
Sudipta Newton was played which stated the importance of
a healthy mind and the way one can look after their mental
health.

Mental health …. is not a destination,
but a process! It’s
about how you drive
not where you are
going
•
Grace
Academy
completed thirty years
of its establishment on
10th July this year. To
commemorate the day,
Logo Designing Competition
was organised for classes 6 to 12.
Students
enthusiastically participated and came
up with some excellent designs. In class 9, Priyanka Arun
Kumar stood first followed by Avinash Ben Emmanuel and
Aaron Ranjan in the second and third places respectively.
Milimroi Thouman stood first, Anurag Negi second and
Loisi Hoisam third, in class 10.

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; His love
endures forever.
Psalm 106:1

„

Cybersecurity is a shared
responsibility, and it boils
down to this: the more
systems we secure, the more
secure we are

• A PowerPoint presentation on Cyber Security Awareness
was shared with students in classroom Meet by teachers from
20th to 22nd October. The tips given would help students
to keep their identity, personal information and data secure.
Stress was also given on ‘Ethics’ that is to be a good cyber
citizen and not engage in inappropriate conduct, such as
cyberbullying, cyberstalking or rude and offensive behaviour.
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• After five months of teaching, assessment 1 was
conducted for students. For Nursery and KG classes,
the teachers prepared PPT for the question papers
and students were to write the answers and within
a given time parents were asked to upload the
answer sheet on the Google classroom. Exam.net
was the platform used to conduct the assessments
for Classes 1 to 12, and they were conducted
effectively.
• A glance at the school playfield would give one
a feeling of standing in a stadium with lush green
grass covering the entire field. The present situation
gave an opportunity to work on it by planting grass
and nurturing it over a period of eight months. For
sure, students will love the new look!
• To ensure a safe and secure environment for
students in school, UNESCO in collaboration with
CBSE, Commemorated International Day against
violence and bullying (including cyberbullying) on
5th November under the theme. ‘Together against
bullying in Schools’. The information on the topic
was shared in the classes by teachers with the help
of awareness and information posters prepared by
the guidance counsellor, Mrs. Sudeepta Newton.

„

Non-Violence is
the weapon of
the strong

Online education is like a rising tide, it’s going to lift all boats
• Children’s Day Celebration was held virtually in all the classes
on 12th November 2020. Theme Verse was: Jesus said, “Let
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19: 14.
The teachers wished the students and prayed for them. A short
slide presentation was shone on Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru [fondly
called Chacha Nehru] and his love for children. It was followed by
riddles that students participated in. Thereafter, a game ‘Simon
says’ was played in classes 3 to 10 which was thoroughly enjoyed
by the students. Mr. Danny, the music teacher presented a song
followed by a poem by Mrs. Sheeba David. The programme
concluded with an action song and words of encouragement from
the teachers.

• Uttarakhand Sthapana Diwas was observed on 9th November to commemorate
the formation of the state on this day 20 years ago. Information and facts about the
state were shared by the teachers in the classes. Students were motivated to invest in
keeping their beautiful state clean and pollution-free.
• Social Hour and Wellbeing Day were organized for students to help them enjoy
sharing their experiences and views with regard to various topics. Inspirational videos
were shown to encourage them to stay mentally and physically fit. Some of the students
shared that they were learning foreign languages-Spanish, Korean, French online and
one of them played a song on his guitar which he had learned during this time.
• For classes 6 to 10, Crazy Day was organized allowing students to showcase their
talents. Students participated enthusiastically in sharing their stories, music, art,
instrumental pieces, etc.
• The students of 6 to 8 enjoyed Head Gear Day on 7 November where they wore
different headgears- cap, crown, headgears of online game characters, traditional
caps, headbands, etc. They also explained what they were wearing and why they
chose to wear it.
Engage, Enlighten, Encourage and especially….. just be yourself!
• Students were taken on a Virtual Science educational tour to the Dinosaur Hall,
Natural History Museum, UK. The video was shared on Google Meet. Students learnt
about the excavation of fossils, preserving them and ways of finding the age of the
fossils found. A Google Form Quiz based on the tour was conducted in the Science
Google Classroom. It was organised by Mrs. Ritu Dey, Mr. Arpit Lal and Mrs. Steffi
Kumar.
• To make the class more interactive and interesting, Class 10 was taken for a virtual tour
to the National World War I Museum and Memorial, USA. The students could explore
360° views of the collection and grounds, digitally on Google Arts & Culture with
several narrated virtual tours. Inside the museum, they saw various weapons, machine
guns, tanks and other sophisticated weapons used during the War. Different kinds of
uniforms, caps, jackets, to sustain in severe winters in Europe, were also displayed.
Women’s participation cannot be negated during the War, so their different uniforms
- nurses, doctors, ammunition factories were also part of the attraction. Bunkers that
were commonly used during World war I, were also seen. German, British and French
trench models were on display and lives in trenches were also explained by the curator.
Different pictures, stamps and newspaper cuttings were also displayed. On the whole,
it was a new learning experience and felt like as if one was really inside the museum.

• A WebiFair, our virtual university fair platform, was organized by the guidance
counsellor, Mrs. Sudeepta Newton for classes 11 and 12 on 26 September from 5:30
- 8:30 pm IST. Around 20 global universities were part of the event. It allowed the
students along with their parents to navigate their higher education journey during
these unprecedented times. Some of the prestigious and highly ranked institutions
CHILDREN are the world’s most valuable resources and its
that participated in the event included the University of Waterloo, Trinity College
best hope for the future
Dublin, UW-Madison, Loyola Marymount University, The Ohio State University, Hong
Kong Polytechnic, The New School, Syracuse University, Pepperdine, ERAU, NCSU and
• Constitution Day was celebrated on November 26, 2020, to mark many more.
the enforcement of the constitution on this day in the year 1949.The
Preamble to the Constitution was read by the students in each class
Today is not just another day. It’s a new opportunity, another chance, a new
reaffirming our commitment to uphold its ideology and abide by
beginning. Embrace it.
the rights and duties listed in it.
•
The students of classes 6 to 8 were part of a virtual social science educational
• The school bid adieu to Mr. Sahu, Mrs Shailina Kachhap, Mr tour to the Supreme Court of India. A Google Form Quiz based on the tour was
Lianhaulun Milun in the month of March.
conducted in the Social Science Google Classroom. Mrs. Anu Sircar, Mrs. Vandana
Sherring and Mrs. Sangeeta Mani organized the tour.
• With the new academic year, a few members were added to the
grace family namely, Mrs. Jessica E. Samuel, Mrs. Pooja Lawai, Mrs.
Nirmala Gagat, Mr. Arpit Lal, Mrs. Neha Ramola and Mrs. Swati Singh

Grace Track, APR to DEC ‘20, Vol. 27

Student Council
Investiture Ceremony
The first online student council Investiture Ceremony for the
year 2020-21 was held on 21st Nov 2020. The chief guest for the
occasion was Advocate Kawaljeet Singh, Senior advocate and
a legal advisor to the US and German Embassy and Canadian
High Commission. Serena Masih and Aditya Issachar, the masters
of ceremony welcomed all the guests and audience. Rev.
Suraj Chellaiah, Honorary member, Grace Educational Society
started the programme with a word of prayer. The principal,
Mr. Benjamin Newton introduced the chief guest which was
followed by scripture reading by Elizabeth Tombing. Thereafter,
a vote of thanks was presented by Mrs. Esther Jacob, coordinator
classes 3 to 5 and Mrs. Nancy Farmer, coordinator 11 & 12 to the
outgoing student council members of Primary and Senior school
respectively.
The new Student Council for 2020-21 was introduced as the
proud parents placed sashes and badges on their children and
the Principal led the Council members in taking the oath of office
for their new responsibilities which was taken by the school Boy
Captain for this year Nathan Jacob and the school Girl Captain
Pratyusha Dobhal on behalf of the other council members. Dr.
Mohan Chacko Honorary Chairman, Grace Educational Society
led in the prayer of dedication for the students to manage their
leadership with responsibility.
In his address, the Chief Guest, Adv. Kawaljeet Singh
complimented the Principal, board and staff members and the
parent and student body on their contribution to the success
of the school. He hoped the school would continue to remain
excellent and relevant even as years roll by. He said that learning
is acquired by discipline and is a continuous process that will
help us to grow and be a responsible citizen. The programme
concluded with the National Anthem.
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Inter School Activities
• Grace Academy is one of the five schools of the Hubs of Learning (HOL). It is an initiative taken by the CBSE
to create a culture of support and healthy interdependence across different areas of teaching and learning. As
part of joint conducting of various activities for students an Inter school Power Point Presentation competition
was organized by Grace Academy on 20th November 2020 for Classes 11 & 12. Four schools participated in it
namely, Nirmal Ashram Gyan Daan Academy, Rishikesh, St Mary’s Convent School, Vivekanand School and Grace
Academy. Since we were the hosts we did not compete for any of the positions. The judges for the event were
Mr. Isaac Gajendran & Mr. Sumit Osmond. The students were given the topics two hours before the programme
to prepare for their six minutes presentation. Each school was represented by a team of four students. After the
introduction of the judges, the teams presented their PowerPoint Presentation. The slides were well prepared
and explained by the teams involved. Mr. Isaac Gajendran appreciated the hard work of the students and said
that the illustrations used were extremely effective. He further said that the PowerPoint has a greater impact and
opportunity to bring the best to the community. Mr. Osmond encouraged and commended the job of students
and staff.
Mr. Benjamin Newton, thanked the students for educating all a little more. St Mary’s Convent School bagged
the first position followed by Vivekananda School and Nirmal Ahram Gyandan Academy in the second and third
positions respectively. The programme was coordinated by Mr. Valerian Mani & Mrs. Nancy Farmer.

• St. Mary’s Convent Sr. Sec. School organized an
Inter-school storytelling competition for classes
1 and 2 on 25th November. Two students namely
Shivang Jugran of class 1 and Aishwarya Purohit
of class 2 participated in it. They had to select a 3
to 5-minute long story with a moral, record it and
send it to the organizers for the competition. They
did that enthusiastically as the parents helped
them with the recording. Shivang Jugran bagged
the second position.

Creativity is so delicate a flower that praise
tends to make it bloom
• An Inter-School online painting competition for
Classes 9 and 10 was organized by Nirmal Ashram
Gyan Daan Academy, Rishikesh. The theme was,
‘Life after Covid Lockdown’. The students were to
paint and send their paintings for participation.
Few students from our school participated.
• Hubs of Learning [HOL] Inter School English

Debate for Classes 9 & 10 organised by Grace
Academy was held on 7th December. Four schools,
namely St. Mary’s Convent, Vikasnagar, Vivekanand
School, Jogiwala, Jaswant Modern School and Grace
Academy participated in the Debate. The topic of
the debate was ‘Covid 19 pandemic has benefitted
the student community’. The judges were Mrs.
Maria Clarance and Mrs. Sonia Pandey; both senior
school English teachers. The programme started
with a word of prayer followed by the introduction
of the judges. Thereafter, the proceedings were
handed over to the chairperson, Mrs. Irene C Khan
to take the Debate forward. Despite it being an
online event, the students seemed quite confident
and comfortable when presenting their views. Mrs.
Maria Clarance, in her remarks said that it was an
interesting debate which was well contested by
students and she appreciated their hard work. She
further commented on the topic and its relevance
in today’s times. Mrs. Clarance encouraged the
students to be resilient, courageous and strong
to be able to face any challenge that one is faced

with. Mrs. Sonia Pandey congratulated the staff
and students for their effort and motivated them to
create a learning environment and strive for doing
something for the society we live in.
The results were declared by the Vice Principal, Mr.
Andriyas Singh. The first position was bagged by
St. Mary’s Convent followed by Jaswant Modern
School and Vivekanand School in the second
and third positions respectively. The individual
positions were: first, Vashvi Rathor [St Mary’s],
second Hanshika Panchal [JMS] and third position
was shared by Charis Rachel John [St, Mary’s] and
Shailesh Oli [JMS]. Being the host school, Grace
Academy did not contend for any position. After
the national anthem the principal, Mr. Benjamin
Newton thanked everyone and spoke about the
lessons we all have learnt during the pandemic.
He said that we have learnt to use technology in a
better way, to adapt to the new normal, to recognize
the blessings we would otherwise take for granted,
make right and prudent choices and have become
more educated than before.
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On 16th December, a Christmas programme
was organized online for the students, by the
staff. Mrs. Selma Singh welcomed everyone
and invited the vice principal, Mr. Andriyas
Singh to start the programme with a word of
prayer. A few carols were sung by a group
of students of classes 3 to 9, dressed up as
reindeers, shepherds, angels and kings. It
was followed by an animated skit prepared

by a few staff members on the importance of
Christmas. When asked what Christmas meant
to them, the school boy captain, Nathan Jacob
said that it is the amazing family time sharing
memories and giving gifts to loved ones
and the feeling the joy of giving. Pratyusha
Dobhal, the school girl captain said that it’s
a time to show kindness and be grateful for
the blessings we enjoy. Aditi Soloman, school

Acquire Knowledge, Walk Worthy

girl vice-captain felt that the real meaning of
Christmas is to share about the birth of Jesus.
Finally, students enjoyed the freeze dance on a
few famous Christmas songs that were played.
In the end, the principal, Mr. Benjamin Newton
wished all a Merry Christmas and a happy new
year and hoped for a better tomorrow.

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord…
Col. 3:23

Acquire Knowledge, Walk Worthy
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In Fond Rememberance . . .
Avi Verma
It is with profound greif and sorrow that we announce the demise of one of our dear student of class 7, Avi
Verma. Avi was born on 20th September 2008, in Dehra Dun.
Avi joined Grace Academy in 28th April 2020 and was very regular in class until November 2020; thereafter he
could not attend due to his ailment.
Avi was a lively, enthusiastic and a promising student. He made his presence felt during the online classes with
quick responses and active participation. He even presented a Hindi poem on the Independence Day, which
was his own composition.
Avi, was a very conscientious, disciplined and a diligent student. Even, while he was admitted to the Hospital
in New Delhi, Avi took his uniform along with him, to attend the Online classes.
We would certainly miss a vibrant and a brilliant student. Let us continue to uphold the family in our prayers,
for the Lord to grant them the needed peace, strength and Grace to bear this irreparable loss.

B

Looking forward to . . .
The opening of school soon after a long session online, which surely would have its
share of challenges that we are ready to face! We thank God for His guidance and
wisdom to carry on our work to the best of our ability till date this year. Thanks
to the staff and students who contributed towards the news track in any capacity.

M
Grace Track Committee: Mr. B. Newton, Mr. A. Singh, Mrs. S. Ranjan, Mrs. E. Jacob, Mrs. D. Dayal, Mrs. A. Joel, Mrs. A. Jaideep & Mr. V. Mani
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