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Primary School Activities

Annual Prize Day & 
Investiture Ceremony

• The 4th of April was the first day for Nursery and 
KG. A few Nursery class children took time to adjust 
initially, but soon were happy to be in school.  

• Orientation for Class 3 parents was held on 
6th April 2019. Mrs Esther Jacob, coordinator 
of classes 3 to 5 and Mrs Sangeeta Ranjan, 
Primary School Superintendent, explained the 
new system of evaluation and assessments. 

• Cleanliness Drive was observed on 12th 
April for classes 3 to 5. The students 
cleaned their classrooms with great zeal 
and thoroughly enjoyed working together.  

• The Phonics Workshop was conducted 
for parents of Nursery to class 2 on 20th 
and 21st May 2019. It was encouraging 
to see very good attendance of parents.   

• The students of classes Nursery and KG were 
happy with the new toys and comfortable 
colourful furniture provided to them. 
 

• On account of the Bully Prevention Day, a 
short movie was screened for the students 
of classes 1 to 5 related to the topic. 

• A short film on ‘Safety Day - Good and 
Bad touch’ was viewed by students. 
This was to make them aware and teach 

The Annual Prize Day and Investiture Ceremony 
was held on the 11th of May 2019. The Chief Guest 
for the occasion was Dr. R. W. Alexander Jesudasan, 
Principal and Secretary of Madras Christian College, 
Chennai. 

Initiating the programme, the Master and Mistress 
of Ceremonies invited Dr. David G. Fiol, Founding 
Principal of Grace Academy, to begin the 
programme with a word of prayer. 

The Principal introduced the Chief Guest and 
thereafter presented the Annual School Report. 
Thereafter, tiny tots of Class 2 presented 
choreography. Prize-winners were felicitated for 
their outstanding achievements as certificates and 
prizes were handed out by Dr. and Mrs. Jesudasan. 
A folk dance was presented by the senior girls. This 
was followed by melodious singing by the staff and 
the school choir, all in praise of the Almighty.

The new Student Council for 2019-20 was 

them to be careful with people who are around them. Safety 
precautions have been taken care of, by the school authorities. 

• Art Competition was held on 17th May 2019 for classes 3 to 5. The best 
drawings were displayed on the notice boards. The Lord has gifted our 
students with immense talent and this could be seen in the creativity they 
displayed in their drawings. Satya House secured the first position followed 
by Sanyam and Sneha in the second and third position respectively.  

• The English Week was observed from 16th to 19th July and it 
concluded with the Inter House English Elocution for classes 3 
to 5 and class Recitation Presentation for classes Nursery to II. 
Sneha bagged the first position, Sahas second and Satya third. 

• The Hindi Week was observed from 13th to 17th August 2019. 
An Elocution Contest was organised for Class Nursery to 2 and 
they presented their poems with confidence, expressing their 
emotions too. For Class III to V an Inter House Hindi Debate 
was held. The students spoke well showcasing their talent of 
expression. Sanyam house stood first followed by Satya and Sneha.  

• This year too, the students participated in Varun Puri Memorial 
Story telling Competition on 27th July at Welham Boys’ School.  

• Inter School Language Fest at Wynberg Allen School was held on 17th 
August 2019. The students participated in the Story Telling competition 
and Spell Bee. The students had a good learning experience as 
they witnessed other students from different schools, participate. 

• The Inter School English Elocution for classes 3 to 5 was held at The 
Doon Girls’ School on 23rd August 2019. The students who scored 
the highest points during the Inter House Elocution competition 
were selected as participants for the Individual and group recitation 
for this competition. Two students Avni Aggarwal, class 3 and 
Diya Uniyal, class 5 were awarded 3rd position for their recitation. 
Such competitions give students exposure to exhibit their talents. 

• A Competition was organized by CBSE, on drawing posters on Road Safety 
to help children be aware of the safety rules to be followed on the road. 

• Celebration of Reading Week as observed from 9th to 15th September 
2019. This was to encourage students to develop reading habits 
through different activities. We were able to conduct a few activities 
as follows – Book Review, Making Book buddies, Getting into the 
character, Integrating Reading and fine arts. 

introduced as they marched with poise onto the stage. Proud parents 
placed sashes on their children and the Principal led the Council members 
to take the oath of office for their new responsibilities. Jonathan Livingston 
(Boy Captain)  and S. Nita Charlotte (Girl Captain) will be leading 
the Student Counsel for academic year 2019-20. Dr. Mohan Chacko 
(Chairman, Grace Educational Society) addressed the audience and led 
the new Student Council in the prayer of committal for the students to 
manage their leadership with responsibility. 
In his address, the Chief Guest complimented the Principal, board and 
staff members and the parent and student body on their contribution to 
the success of the school. He hoped the school would continue to remain 
excellent and dedicated even as years roll by.

„
We thank the Lord for His 
goodness and faithfulness in 
the first half of this Academic 
year.

 Ų INDEPENDENCE DAY

 Ų TEACHERS’ DAY

The school celebrated the 73rd 
Independence Day with great 
enthusiasm and fervour.  The chief 
guest on the occasion was Dr. 
Satish John, Senior Vice-Chairman 
of the Minorities Commission for 
Uttarakhand.

The occasion was marked by 
hoisting of the national flag by the 
chief guest. This was followed by 
singing the national anthem and 
reciting the Indian pledge by all 
present. After introduction and 
felicitation of the chief guest by the 
principal, Mr Benjamin Newton, the 
cultural programme was performed. 
Students put up a delightful 
programme with songs, poetry and 
folk dance heralding the diversity of 
our nation. 

Voicing the aspirations and 
responsibilities of the youth, 
Jonathan Livingston, the School 
Boy Captain, shared his views with 
the audience. Thereafter, Dr Satish 
John addressed the gathering and 
challenged students to introspect 
about their purpose in life and the 
contribution they can make to our 
nation. As the future of the nation, 
the youth were encouraged to be 
sensitive and he sensitized the 
students towards malpractices in 
society. 

On 5th September there was a lot 
of excitement in the air on account 
of Teachers’ Day. The students were 
seen preparing for the programme 
since morning. The classes too were 
decorated in the primary section. 
The programme stated with a time 
of worship led by class 12. The little 
ones of nursery and KG presented 
a lively choreography on the song 
‘I love my teacher’. A short skit 
was staged by the dramatic club 
and another presentation by the 
choreography club. A few games 
were organised for teachers and 
everybody thoroughly enjoyed 
being part of it. In all it was a fun 
packed programme.

We must be free not because we claim 
freedom, but because we practice it.

A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite 
imagination and instil the level of 
learning.

The most important thing one learns in school is self-esteem, 
support, and friendship.

„
Things work out best for 

those who make the best of how things 

work out.
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• Alumni Mrs. Dona & Mr. David Singh 
visited Grace on 15th July after passing out 
of the portals of Grace in 2007. They shared 
about the love of God and the importance of 
giving time to Him and filling our lives with 
good things.
 
• The first round of Spell Bee was conducted 
through a spelling test which was held 
in all classes on 5th August. The second 
round was conducted for the students 
who qualified. This was also a written 
round including vocabulary, anagrams, 
homonyms etc., on 14th Aug. The Final 
round would be held later.

• The Principal and staff of Grace Academy 
bid farewell to Ms. Monica Bisht, Mr. 
Ashutosh Biswal, Mr. Narender Vats and 
Mr. Ashish Mani. The staff sent them with 
warm wishes and prayers. The Principal, 
Mr. Benjamin Newton thanked them for 
their contribution to the institution. 

• New members joined the Grace family in 
the first half of this session; namely Mrs. 
Nancy Nath, Mrs. Zothanpuii Tombing, 
Mrs. Vandana Sherring, Mrs. Steffi Ashish 
Kumar, Ms. Alisha Alen, Mr Ajay Yahunna, 
Ms. Karuna Christine Singh, Ms. Grace 
Lohia Kamra, Ms. Lekha Michael, Mr. Vivek 
E. Saxena, Ms. Karuna Tamang and Ms. 
Priyanka Dabral.

• Vijay Diwas was observed on 26th July to 
pay tribute to the martyrs of the Kargil War. 
During the assembly a song was screened 
on the valour and zeal of the soldiers in 
protecting the nation from its enemies and 
was followed by a talk about the role of 
soldiers at the time of war.

He loves his country best who 
strives to make it best.

• On the occasion of 73rd Independence Day 
the Christian Solidarity Society organised 
an essay writing competition at the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS). 
The topic was ‘Role of Christians in Indian 
freedom struggle’. Shashank Dhasmana and 
Amanpreet Singh of class 12 M presented 
their essays along with the other four 
students of other institutions after being 
short listed. Amanpreet Singh won the first 
prize and a cash prize of Rs 5000. 

• The Morrison Memorial Church organised 
a four-day programme on the occasion of 
the 130th birth anniversary of Sadhu Sundar 

Singh. The students of Grace Academy 
participated in all competitions namely the 
speech, quiz, choir, solo & duet in English 
and Hindi. The quiz team comprising of 
Nita Charlotte, Silica Diwakar and Esther 
Zathang secured the 2nd prize. Nita 
Charlotte and Amanpreet Singh won the 
1st and 2nd prize in Junior & Senior speech 
competition respectively. Silica Diwakar, 
secured 2nd position in Hindi solo whereas 
Esther Zathang stood 1st in English solo. 
The choir too secured the 3rd position.

The ultimate victory in 
competition is derived 

from the inner satisfaction                                           
of knowing that you have done 

your best.

• The construction and interior of the new 
building was completed in the month 
of March. There are five classrooms and 
one of them is an Art room for students to 
express their talent in the form of art. These 
classrooms are bright, airy and spacious.
 
• Scholastic Book fair was organised for 
students from 29th to 31st August. Students 
showed enthusiasm in choosing books 
of their interest for their personal reading. 
On 31st August, children came with their 
parents and purchased the books they had 
chosen for themselves. It was a successful 
book fair.

• On 21st September “Read-a-thon’ was 
organised for students of classes 6 to 9. In 
these fast-moving times students have lost 
the touch with extra reading. To encourage 
the students to read more, this programme 
was initiated by the school. It was one 
hour reading for each class starting from 9 
am to 2 pm. The students were made to sit 
separately in the quad area and given books 
to read. The teachers too were engrossed in 
reading along with the students.

Reading is to the mind what 
exercise is to the body.

• Khelo India is a national programme 
headed by the Sports Authority of India to 
implement a component of physical fitness 
in all schools across the country. Khelo 
India is affiliated to the CBSE, therefore it 
is mandatory for us, being a CBSE school, 
to register and upload the student data. It 
has been implemented in school and the 
students are actively involved in it.

• Road Safety and Natural Oil Conservation 
poster making competition was organised 
by CBSE and additional transport 
commissioner on 26th Aug for all classes. 
The students participated in the event 
enthusiastically and designed beautiful 
posters. All were later sent to the transport 
office.

• Indian National Cartography Association 
[INCA] of Survey of India, Dehra Dun 
organised a Geo Map Quiz (preliminary 
round) on 11th August. 
In all, 23 teams were formed comprising of 3 
students per team from classes 6 to 12. Four 
teams qualified for the final round which 
was held on 23rd August. Result for it is 
awaited. 

• Fit India Movement was initiated by the 
Honourable Prime Minister Mr. Narender 
Modi on 29th August in a live broadcast 
by Doordarshan. The Prime Minister 
encouraged students to take a fitness 
pledge and make all efforts to lead a healthy 
life.

In fitness, there are no short 
cuts. It involves immense 
discipline and hard work.

• Cryptic crossword Contest was held at 
Manav Bharti School, Dehra Dun on 28th 
August. Pragya Shree Sharma and Vartika 
Frieda Bhandari of class 12 Humanities 
represented the school and said that it was 
a great time of learning for them. There were 
a total of 62 schools that participated.

• Grace Foundation Day was celebrated on 
10th July. The verse ‘Your word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light to my path’, Psalm 119:105 
was based on the theme ‘God’s word-A 
firm foundation’. The program started with 
a time of worship which was led by the 
school choir followed by choreography on 
the song, ‘God is so faithful’.

Mrs. Ruby Mangaldass from Chennai shared 
about the importance of a firm foundation. 
This year we had the Exhibition for, and by 
the students, exhibiting their art and craft 
work. Write-ups on topics related to the 
school by students, were also displayed. 
It was a wonderful time witnessing the 
exhibition; the articles were very creatively 
prepared. The coordinators for the program 
were Selma Ma’am and Shefali Ma’am and 
they did a splendid work.„

The foundation stones for a balanced success are honesty, character, integrity, faith, love and loyalty.
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 Ų WYNEBERG NEGOTIUM AGON BUSINESS COMPETITION
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• Uttarakhand Map Quiz 2019, organised by 
Him Valley Social foundation was held on 24th 
September for students of classes 6 to 9. A total of 
12 students were divided into pairs and formed 6 
teams. Two teams qualified for the second round 
that was held on the 18th of October.

• Negotium Agon, organised by Wynberg Allen 
School, Mussoorie was conducted on 27th 
July. Five students of class 12 Maria Darngawn, 
Samuel Rajan, Pratham Mani, Sanya Kakkar and 
Tsudiman Jamir, represented the school. More 
than thirty schools from all over India and abroad 
participated. The competition itself consisted of 
a business quiz, making of vine video, logo and 
tagline designing and a skit. The skit was based 
on the logo, tagline and vine making. The schools 
got time to work on it and our team worked hard 
and did well. Though the team could not make it 
to the finals, they learnt the technique and way of 
creating and performing. 

Creativity is more than just being 
different.

• On 24th August 2019, our school participated 
in the J. L. D’Souza Memorial Debate held at St. 
Joseph’s Academy. Prominent schools from 
Dehradun and Mussoorie, including Convent 
of Jesus & Mary, The Doon School, St. George’s 
College, etc. participated in the event. The debate 
was divided into two rounds based on the Oxford 
and the Cambridge formats, respectively. Our 
school was represented by S. Nita Charlotte, 
Freda Oommen and Divyanshi Garg. The students 
gave their best and came back with many tips to 
hone their skills of persuasion

• Oak Grove School, Jharipani, Mussoorie, held 
a Spell Bee contest on 25th September. Mehak 
Dilawar and Spandan Srivastava represented 
the school in the junior division. It was a good 
competition and our students did very well. 
Mehak bagged the first position and received 
a cash prize of Rs 3000 and a certificate and 
Spandan the bagged the second position with a 
cash prize of Rs 2000. The students came back 
more confident after this exposure.

• Wynberg Allan School, Mussoorie organised a 
literary fest ‘Le Mot Juste’ in the month of August. 
Vidushi Rawat of class 9 and Aditi Solomon of 10 

participated in the Inter School debate category 
1 and Aditi Solomon got the title of promising 
speaker. In category 2 debate, for classes 11 and 12, 
Nandini Upadhayay, Nita Charlotte and Divyanshi 
Garg participated from Grace Academy.

Four students namely Rashika Gurung, Jennifer 
Grace Joseph, Angela Rajeev and Tsudimen 
Jamir participated in the Inter School Spell Bee 
Competition. Though the competition was 
tough, Angela Rajeev secures the third position.

In the Poetry writing competition the participants, 
Pragya Shree Sharma and Aadhya Pant got the 
opportunity to pen down their creative thoughts 
in the form of a poem.

The story telling competition was quite interesting 
with a number of participants narrating their 
stories. Aadi Uniyal, Spandan Srivastava, Eden 
Lal Huonmawi and Maria Darngawn. 

The achievements of an 
organization are the results 

of the combined effort of each 
individual.

• Inter School Invitational Basketball tournament 
for Junior Girls was organised by Wynberg Allen 
School, Mussoorie from 6th to 9th April. The 
team played well and reached the finals but lost 
and secured the second position.

• St. Joseph’s Academy organised the 2nd Rev. 
Bro. Bernard Memorial basketball tournament 
for under 14 girls from 24th to 27th April. The girls 
gave their best and again reached the finals but 
lost, thus securing the second position.

• Inter House Football Tournament for Sub-Junior 
Boys was held from 8th to 13th July. Students of 
classes 3 to 6 eagerly formed teams and played 
in the tournament in the Round Robin League 
format. All Houses did their best but Sahas House 
secured the first position. Sankalp Sushobhit 
Deep of Class 5 was declared as the best player.

• Inter House Football Tournament for Senior 
Boys was organised for Students of classes 9 to 2 
from 15th -20th July. This is one tournament that 
students as well as the staff look forward to. The 
entire school witnessed the two finals and were 
wholly involved in cheering for their respective 
teams. The first position was bagged by Sahas 
House followed by Satya and Sneha in the second 
and third position respectively. Ayush Dhingia of 
class 9 and Ayush Rawat of class 12 were named 

the players of the tournament.

• Inter House Football Tournament for Junior 
Boys of classes 7 & 8 was held from 22nd  to 29th 
July. All the four teams gave their best on the 
field. Sanyam House bagged the first position. 
Yaqoob Gania was declared the best player of the 
tournament. 

• The Carbury Football team of our school played 
a friendly match against Reuben Academy at the 
Moravian Institute, Dehradun on 31st July. Our 
school team won the match by 3-1.
• Inter House Basketball Tournament for Senior 
Girls of classes 9 to 12 was organized from 30th 
July to 5th August. It was played on the round 
robin format. Sahas secured the first position 
followed by Sneha in the second position.

• Inter House Basketball Tournament for Boys of 
classes 9 to 12 was held from 6th to 16th August. 
It was an action-packed tournament and the 
students enjoyed all the matches. Satya House 
bagged the first position followed by Sneha and 
Sanyam in the second and third position. Ankit 
Padiyar was given the title of the best player.

• On the request of students of classes 7 & 8, an 
Inter House Basketball Tournament for Junior 
Girls was organised from 28th Aug to 5th Sept. 

The girls played well and new talent emerged out 
of the tournament. Sahas stood first followed by 
Sneha and Satya. Vidushi Rawat got the title of 
best player.

• Our school team participated in the Inter School 
Carbury Memorial Football Tournament organized 
by Carman School, Dalanwala, Dehradun from 1st 
to 7th August. It was on the Knock-out format 
and our school lost the match in the first round 
against Wynberg-Allen School, Mussoorie by 1-3.

• Inter School Futsal Tournament for Junior Boys 
was organized by Carman School, Dehradun. The 
matches were played on the League cum Knock-
out format. Our school team played four matches 
and won two to reach the quarter finals but 
could not go further. The team played with full 
enthusiasm and zeal.

•Inter School Basketball Tournament for Senior 
Girls was organised by St. Thomas’ College from 
9th to 17th Sept. Our school has been participating 
in this tournament. The matches were held on the 
League cum Knock-out format.

... (cont.) What’s the News!

Games & Sports!
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Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. Psalm 118:29

GRACE ACADEMY
21-C New Cantt Road,

Dehradun - 248001 (U.K.) India
Tel: 0135 - 2740820, 2743056

Email: graceacd@graceacademyindia.com

The Grace Track committee is grateful to those students and teachers 

who have contributed towards this newsletter in any capacity. We 

thank God for helping us to achieve our goals and look forward to new 

challenges that await us in the next session.

M
Grace Track Committee: Mr. B. Newton, Mr. A. Singh, Mrs. S. Ranjan, Mrs. E. Jacob, Mrs. D. Dayal, Mrs. A. Jaideep &  Mr. V. Mani

Guidance & Counselling
Department

• The parents of class Nursery 
attended a seminar on Holistic 
Education on 4th April. The school 
counsellor, Mrs. Sudeepta Newton 
shared the importance of a holistic 
education. The seminar highlighted 
the difference between education 
and holistic education. It helped 
parents to see the importance of 
an overall development of a child 
and not just academic knowledge, 
and also to encourage more of 
learning with application skill. 

• The Career week began from 8th to 
10th April with an introduction to 
Careers by the Guidance Counsellor 
during the morning assembly. The 
counsellor helped the students 
to understand that Careers are 
linked with their interest, aptitude 
& skills. Later, classes 9, 10 & 12 
attended a university presentation 
by The Lovely Professional 
University, The Amity University 
and The O. P. Jindal University. 

• The admission counsellor from The 
University of Petroleum conducted 
a 45 minutes talk on the courses 
offered by UPES on 2nd May for 
students of 11 and 12 informing them 
of all the career options offered by 
the university.

• A workshop on `The Protection 
of Children from Sexual Offences’ 
(POCSO) was organised by the 
Guidance Counselling Department 
on 1st July. The resource person, 
Ms. Manju Sharma was a CBSE 
trained Master Trainer and she 
spoke in detail about the act and its 
implementation. The entire staff of 
Grace Academy; Teaching, Office, 
Residential and Support was part of 
the workshop. 

• On the 2nd of July a workshop 
was organized for the teachers 
of Primary School on Learning 
Difficulties in Children and 
Behaviour Management. The 
resource person was Ms. Manju 
Singhania, an expert in this field. 
The workshop highlighted how 
to handle children with learning 
issues. The talk highlighted 
the necessity of incorporating 
Teaching Methods that benefit 
every child in the classroom. 

• The 8th of July was observed as 
the Bully Prevention Day with the 
theme verse “Do to Others as you 
would like them to do to you”. The 
aim was to sensitize the students 
about ensuring the School as safe 
for everyone. A self-evaluation 
questionnaire was also given to 

the students to understand the 
importance of Bully prevention. 
The Guidance Counsellor Ms. 
Sudeepta Newton addressed the 
students on Bullying with the 
help of a PowerPoint presentation 
explaining to the students the 
reasons why and how people get 
bullied. Stress was laid on how, 
now-a-days, the Social Media is used 
as a tool for bullying. A film on Anti-
Bullying was screened along with a 
special song sung by senior girls. 

• Life Skills MK group came from 
Bangalore to conduct sessions 
from 10th to 13th July. Each day the 
team shared through experiential 
games, talks and activities 
about the importance of building 
our lives on God’s statutes. 

• Career Aptitude Test, ICS was 
conducted on 30th of July, 2019 
for 22 students of classes 9 to 12. 
The personal counselling for the 
registered students and parents 
was held on 21st & 22nd of August, 
by Mrs. Rashmi Singh, a senior 
counsellor with ICS. Parents as well 
as students were greatly benefitted 
by the information provided.„

When you change the way you look at things, the things you look at, change.


